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- MATTHEW RUBERY, THE UNTOLD HISTORY OF THE TALKING BOOK

“Audiobooks are for 

people who hate reading 

and for those of us who 

love reading.”



Thomas Edison created the first 

spoken word phonograph record 

in 1877. 

He predicted technology might 

one day allow books to be listened 

to “with great profit and 

amusement by the lady or 

gentleman whose eyes and hands 

may be otherwise employed.”



1932 - The American Foundation for 

the Blind began creating books on 

vinyl records for war-blinded soldiers 

and blind civilians who couldn’t read 

braille.

1952 - Caedmon Records became 

the first company dedicated to selling 

spoken word records to the public.



The evolution of the spoken book mirrors 

innovations in the music industry: 

• Books on tape replaced vinyl audiobooks

• Streaming superseded compact discs

• Smartphones are replacing all else



As the audiobook industry flourishes, so is 

the number of ways you can listen to 

audiobooks with apps for smartphones, 

iPads, desktops and Kindles from Amazon, 

Google and Apple — everyone’s 

competing for a chunk of the thriving 

sector.



Most audiobooks are available to listen 

to on your smartphone, tablet, 

smartwatch and desktop or laptop —

how to listen to audiobooks depends 

mostly on which device you have and 

your access to apps on it. Both Apple 

and Android devices will allow you to 

access virtually every audiobook app.
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NLS is a free braille and talking book 

library service for people with 

temporary or permanent low vision, 

blindness, or a physical disability that 

prevents them from reading or 

holding the printed page.



NLS works to ensure that all may read 

by providing eligible patrons access 

to reading material regardless of age, 

economic circumstances, or 

technical expertise. Share the gift of 

reading and spread the word about 

NLS so that all may read.



Any resident of the United States or American 

citizen living abroad who is unable to read or 

use normal print materials as a result of 

temporary or permanent visual or physical 

limitations may receive service through NLS. This 

includes those who are blind, have a visual 

disability that prevents them from reading 

normal print, or have a physical disability that 

keeps them from being able to hold a book.



NLS has no subscriptions or service fees; it 

is free for eligible borrowers. Apply today 

to get access to all your favorite titles in a 

format that works for you.



NLS Offers a Variety of Formats 

Talking books and magazines —

Audiobooks and audio magazines on 

digital cartridges are mailed to your door. 

You return them the same way, through 

postage-free mail. Digital talking-book 

players are also provided free to patrons.



Braille and Audio Reading Download (BARD) —

BARD is a Web-based service that provides 

access to thousands of special-format books, 

magazines, and music materials. The same 

materials that are offered on digital cartridges 

are also available for download in compressed 

audio or braille formats.



BARD Mobile — With the BARD Mobile app, you 
can download and play audio materials on an 

iPhone, iPad, or iPod touch. Many of the 

materials available on digital cartridges or in 

hard-copy braille are also available for 

download in compressed audio or braille 

formats.



Braille — Braille books and magazines are 
delivered directly to your door at no cost.

Music — NLS provides music appreciation 
materials, music scores, and music instruction 

in braille, audio, and large print.  



Audible

30 days of membership free, plus 1 audiobook 
and 2 Audible Originals to get you started.

After trial, you'll get 3 titles each month: 1 
audiobook and 2 Audible Originals of your choice.

Easy exchanges. Don't like your audiobook? Swap 
it for free, anytime.

Cancel anytime, your audiobooks are yours to 
keep forever.



Audible

$14.95 per month after 30 days. 
Cancel anytime.



Audible

https://www.audible.com/

• Audible is strictly audiobooks. Yes, they 
have over 100,000 audiobooks, 

• Audible, similar to Netflix Originals, offers 
original content exclusive to them. 

• And since Audible is owned by Amazon, 
you can listen to your audiobooks through 
Alexa. 

• You can listen to Audible books in a 
dozen different languages. You can even 
choose from abridged and unabridged 
versions.

https://www.audible.com/


Audible

Audible Compatible Devices

• All iOS devices

• All Android devices

• Windows phones

• Kindles (Fire, Oasis 8th & 9th Generation, 
Paperwhite and 8th Generation)

• Sandisk & Creative MP3 players

• VictorReader System

• BrailleNote & Apex BrailleNote

• Garmin & TomTom GPS devices

• Mac & Windows computers



https://stories.audible.com/star
t-listen

https://stories.audible.com/start-listen


Scribd

$9.99 per month after 30 days. 
Unlimited audiobooks. Cancel 
anytime.



Scribd

https://www.scribd.com/

• Scribd offers audiobooks and more. They 
have eBooks, magazines, research papers 
and sheet music. 

• With a premium membership from Scribd 
you can enjoy thousands of different 
audiobooks in different genres. You can 
also access short stories, essays, articles & 
documents.

• Scribd also offers original content that you 
can only listen to with a Scribd 
membership.

https://www.scribd.com/


Scribd

Scribd Compatible Devices

• Apple devices iOS-9 or newer (this 
includes Apple Watches)

• Android systems that are Android 4.4 or 
higher

• Kindle Devices with Fire OS 4 or higher (this 
does not include paperwhite)



Scribd vs. Audible

Scribd vs. Audible Summary

• Content: Audible and Scribd both offer an extensive 
library to their listeners, but Audible is the clear winner 
here because if offer basically every book (for a 
price). If you are determined to listen to a specific 
book that just hit the shelves, Audible is probably right 
for you. If you are looking for more than audiobooks 
(like magazines and research papers), then Scribd is 
right for you.

• Download Ownership: Audible is better if you want to 
keep your library forever. Scribd works more like 
Netflix, once you cancel your subscription, you can 
no longer access the content.

• Compatibility: Both services work on most 
smartphones, which is what most people will use 
anyone. If we had to pick a winner, it would be 
Audible, but we doubt that's a major factor for most 
users.

• Price: If price is the major factor, Scribd is definitely 
cheaper. Like most services these days, both Scribd 
and Audible offer free trial periods for newcomers to 
test out their products.



Chirp

https://www.chirpbooks.com/

https://www.chirpbooks.com/


Chirp



Audiobooks

What do audiobooks sound 
like? Here are some samples



https://hewie.net/

https://hewie.net/winsig

https://hewie.net/important-youtube-channels-playlists/

https://hewie.net/
https://hewie.net/winsig


YouTube

Channels



Playlists
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